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Ness Bank Church fell vacant from
of March
our Minister,
BSc. The congregation is
for his 10 year ministry of Word and 
Sacrament, and for his pastoral care. He 
leaves us in good heart with a very active
Kirk Session & Congregational Board 
a committed membership
Minister who will 
visible and productive in our witness of 
Christ in our community
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Inverness
– offers an excellent quality of life, a wide 
range of cultural and sporting activit
suit all tastes. Chosen for the “Year
Highland 
have been award winners of Britain in 
Bloom. Although steeped in history and 
having many historical and heritage
of interest
city ma
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Ness Bank Church fell vacant from
of March 2009 following the retirement of 
our Minister, Rev

. The congregation is
for his 10 year ministry of Word and 
Sacrament, and for his pastoral care. He 
leaves us in good heart with a very active
Kirk Session & Congregational Board 
a committed membership
Minister who will 
visible and productive in our witness of 
Christ in our community
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Inverness “The Capital of the H
offers an excellent quality of life, a wide 

range of cultural and sporting activit
suit all tastes. Chosen for the “Year
Highland Culture”  in 2007, and, recently, 
have been award winners of Britain in 
Bloom. Although steeped in history and 

ng many historical and heritage
of interest. Inverness has become a modern 
city maintaining an important commercial 
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Ness Bank Church fell vacant from
2009 following the retirement of 

Rev John Chambers
. The congregation is grateful to John 

for his 10 year ministry of Word and 
Sacrament, and for his pastoral care. He 
leaves us in good heart with a very active
Kirk Session & Congregational Board 
a committed membership. We seek a
Minister who will build on his work to be 
visible and productive in our witness of 
Christ in our community  
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suit all tastes. Chosen for the “Year
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Bloom. Although steeped in history and 
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Ness Bank Church fell vacant from the end 
2009 following the retirement of 

John Chambers OBE 
grateful to John 

for his 10 year ministry of Word and 
Sacrament, and for his pastoral care. He 
leaves us in good heart with a very active
Kirk Session & Congregational Board and 

. We seek a
build on his work to be 

visible and productive in our witness of 

“The Capital of the Highlands”  
offers an excellent quality of life, a wide 

range of cultural and sporting activities 
suit all tastes. Chosen for the “Year 

Culture”  in 2007, and, recently, 
have been award winners of Britain in 
Bloom. Although steeped in history and 

ng many historical and heritage places 
Inverness has become a modern 

intaining an important commercial 
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bounded by the east bank of the river, from 
the Ness bridge to the burgh boundary, 
some 2 ½ miles to the south, and these 
boundaries are in the process of being 
reviewed. Housing in Inverness has grown 
dramatically in the past 5 
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outside the parish boundaries 
from as far away as Beauly and Nairn, as 
well as in different parts of the city.
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The largely residential 
bounded by the east bank of the river, from 
the Ness bridge to the burgh boundary, 
some 2 ½ miles to the south, and these 
boundaries are in the process of being 
reviewed. Housing in Inverness has grown 
dramatically in the past 5 
percentage 
outside the parish boundaries 
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well as in different parts of the city.
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has a strong tradition of Christian worship.
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 This is located some two miles south of 
the church. The minister is currently 
Chaplain of this school. 
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This is located on Island Bank Road, 
about a mile from the church. A group of 
Kirk Session Team members, together 
with the organist conducts a short Sunday 
afternoon service for the residents once 
every month. 
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This is located close to the church; the 
Guild conducts a short service once a 
month. 
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This is located about a mile from the 
church. There are occasional contacts with 
the congregation.�
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The stipend for the charge will be in 
accordance with the agreed scales laid down 
by the Church of Scotland. 
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Ness Bank Manse is situated at 15 Ballifeary 
Road, in a quiet residential area on the 
opposite side of the river from the church, and 
about ten minutes walking distance away. The 
house dates from Edwardian times, and 
occupies a site of about half an acre. The 
ground floor includes a living-room, dining-
room, study, modernised kitchen, utility-
room, etc. The first floor incorporates five 
bedrooms, modernised bathroom and box-
room. The fabric is in good repair, but internal 
redecoration will be undertaken in 
consultation with the new minister. There is a 
modern gas-fired central heating system. 
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Ness Bank operates under the Model 
Constitution. 
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The Kirk Session has a total membership of 
69, 48 men (of whom 8 are no longer active) 
and 21 women. Virtually all Elders share 
pastoral duties, each dealing with a district 
within the parish. The full Kirk Session meets 
4 times per year but also operates through the 
following teams: Worship, Knowledge, 
Mission and a joint Social and Fundraising 
Team with The Board. These teams meet 
approx every 6 to 8 weeks, have their own 
leader and secretary and make their own 
decisions unless it is a major issue when the 
Team leader brings it to the next meeting of the 
full Kirk Session. This allows business to 
proceed quickly and encourages much greater 
involvement. We have four Elders represented 
on Presbytery one of whom is Presbytery 
Treasurer. 
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The Congregational Board consists of 30 
members, (17 men and 13 women ) plus the 
Minister as Chairman. 15 members of the 
Board are elected by the congregation at the 
annual Business Meeting in March, and 15 are 
nominated by the Session. The Board meets 
about six times a year to deal with the 
congregation's business affairs and like the 
Kirk Session is also sub divided into three 
teams, Admin & Management, Property and a 
joint Social and Fundraising team with the 
Kirk Session. 
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Membership of the congregation as at 31st 
December 2008 was 609.  The church has 
adopted a flexible approach to the definition of 
adherents, but the present number of active 
adherents is estimated at about 213. Some 80 
members are unable to attend church as a 
result of age or infirmity. The age profile of 
the active congregation, apart from youth 
organisations, is heavily weighted towards the 
over-45. The average attendance at the 
quarterly Communions currently is just over 
300. 
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Under the present arrangements, Public 
Worship is at 11.a.m. each Sunday, except 
during eight or nine weeks of the school 
summer holidays, when a slightly shorter 
service is held at 10.a.m. Holy Communion is 
celebrated with morning and evening services 
on the first Sunday of March, June, September 
and December. Informal Communion services 
(without cards) are held on the morning of 
Easter Sunday and on the morning of the last 
Sunday of the year. An evening thanksgiving 
service, consisting mainly of praise, is held on 
the quarterly Communion Sundays. A watch-
night carol service is held on Christmas Eve, 
and an informal Family Service on Christmas 
morning. Normal attendance at worship is 
between 250 and 280. The format is 
traditional. The two readings every Sunday are 
done by a team of volunteers and the choir 
sings an anthem each week. One service 

during the year is led by The Kirk Session 

We hold a remembering Service for recently 
bereaved families, and this has proven very 
helpful. We lead an open air People & Pets 
Service on Ness Islands, which is extremely 
popular.  

� � � � � �
The church has an active choir of 
approximately 14 members, with the organist 
as choir-leader. The choir meets on Thursday 
evenings from August to May, and leads the 
praise at all church services. 
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We have seven trained officers and one helper 
for a total of forty-eight young people. Anchor 
boys and junior sections meet on a Wednesday 
evening and Company section on a Friday 
evening. We have introduced the new award 
structure to all sections from 2006/7 with a 
variety of activities for all age groups. 

In battalion competitions we won the Junior 
Football Summer Cup, the under 13 Football 
Cup, the Junior Section Painting competition 
and the Anchor Boys’ Collage. In 2008 we 
celebrated our Centenary and in 2009 the BB 
is celebrating 125 years since its founding. We 
now have a new Company Captain after the 
retiral of our long serving Captain. 
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There are 2 companies with a total 
membership of 79 girls aged from 5 – 18 and 
10 trained leaders.. They take part in local and 
national events. Our older girls are 
encouraged to participate in the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award scheme, and many have 
gained their Gold award. In 2009 they 
celebrate their 60th anniversary and it will be 
marked informally with an event for the girls. 
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We have a   regular group of around 20 
children attending Sunday School each week, 
plus a strong youth group of a dozen young 
people and a thriving crèche. The youngsters 
are involved in many aspects of church life as 
members of teams, occasional stewarding, 
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buddies to babies who are baptised, and taking 
part in services throughout the year. Some of 
the older children are on the list of readers. 
For the past three years a holiday club for 
children has been held in the summer which 
has been well attended by those involved in 
the church and others from the parish and 
beyond 
Two Child Protection Co-ordinators have been 
appointed.  
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The Guild was first established at Ness Bank 
in 1932, and now has an active membership 
of around 36 ladies. On the last Sunday 
afternoon of each month the ladies attend the 
Haugh Court Sheltered Housing Complex for 
a service of praise, followed by tea and home 
baking, with about 15 residents. Guild 
activities include a Work Party which meets 
twice monthly and fortnightly evening 
meetings, usually with a speaker. The Work 
Party distributed over 350 garments to homes 
and hospitals this year. Coffee mornings and 
soup & sandwich lunches are organised to 
raise funds. 
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We are developing a link with a Chinese 
Congregation in Fujian Province. We've 
been told that their church, Meishan 
Gospel Church, is the main church in 
Nanping City and they have 19 branch 
churches and are building another. Each 
Sunday, 1300 members come to their main 
church and every morning they meet for 
prayer between 6am and 9am.  
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Currently as part of the re-development 
of the ground floor we plan to develop 
“Ness Bank Haven” as a support centre. 
There are a variety of other activities 
including a fortnightly Prayer Group, 
Gardening Circle and a monthly 
Wednesday Club 
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A copy of the Report and Accounts for 
the year ended 31st December 2008 is 
available. 

 

Informal Enquiries can be made to the 
Interim Moderator  
Rev Janet Mathieson MA. BD. ALCM. 
The Manse, Croy, Inverness, IV2 5PH 
Tel 01667 493217  
E mail � � � � �� � 	 
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A printed copy of the Parish Profile is 
available from the Clerk to the Nominating 
Committee: 
Mrs Sandra Gibson 
27 Kennedy Drive, Inverness, IV3 8QR 
Tel 01463 712128 
E mail � � �� � � �� � 	 
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Registered Scottish Charity 
No. SC 010870 


